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Summary

As part of its study of the eligibility of California’s
high school graduating class of 1983 to attend the
Unuversity of Celifornia and the Caltfornia State
University, the California Postsecondary Educa-
tion Commission conducted two surveys of a sam-
ple of graduates in order to learn about their post-
high school activities

This staff report discusses these surveys and pre-
sents a number of findings from the second of
them, which examined the graduates’ high school
experiences and educational expectations as well
as their post-high school activities through Spring
1984

Part One on pages 3-6 summarizes the respon-
dents’ reflections on their high school experience
Part Two on pages 7-10 discusses their life goals
and educational expectations, and Part Three on
pages 11-27 analyzes their educational and work-
related activities following high school Repro-
duced throughout the report are statements by the
respondents regarding their school experiences,
goals, and problems

The Policy Development Committee of the Com-
mission discussed this report at 1ts February 1 and
March 16, 1987, meetings, but because the report
15 basically descriptive rather than prescriptive,
the Commission 1s 1ssuing it as a staff report repre-
senting the interpretation of Commission staff ra-
ther than the formal position of the Commission as
expressed in 1ts adopted resolutions and reports
that contain policy recommendations

Additional copies of the report may be obtained
from the Publications Office of the Commission
Further information about the report may be ob-
tained from staff members Keith G Pailthorp at
(916) 322-0144 or Martin M Ahumada at (916)
322-8000
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WHAT do California’s high school graduates think
of their hugh school experiences?

What are their aims and ambitions?
What do they do after graduating from high school?

These are some of the questions the California Post-
secondary Education Commussion has scught to an-
swer over the past two years, and this report summa-
rizes its answers It describes the attitudes and ac-
tivities of 2 sample of 1983 California high school
graduates a year after their graduation, and 1t as-
sesses their choices of post-high school activities 1n
Light of their high school experience, socio-economic
status, and eligibility for admission to the Univers:-
ty of California or the California State University

Origins of the report

Califorma’s 1960 Master Plan for Higher Education
called on the University of California to select its
first-time freshmen from the top one-eighth of all
graduates of Califeormia public high schools and the
Calfornia State University from the top one-third
of these graduates Over the past 25 years, the Cal1-
fornia Postsecondary Education Commission and its
predecessors have undertaken four studies to assess
whether the University and the State University are
selecting their freshmen from among the recom-
mended 124 and 331 percent of high schoel gradu-
ates or possibly admtting students from either a
smaller or a larger percentage In hght of these
studies, the two universities have recalibrated their
respective admission standards where necessary so
that the proportions of high school graduates ehg-
ble for admission match the recommendations of the
Master Plan

The Legislature directed the Commuission to conduct
the most recent of these studies for the high schoel
graduating class of 1983, and the Commuission re
ported the results of that study in i1ts April 1985 re-
port, Elygibility of California’s 1983 High School
Graduates for Admission to the Siate’s Public Uni-
verstites

Introduction

The Commission based 1ts 1983 study on a carefully
drawn stratified sample of 14,423 public and private
high school graduates, whose school transeripts and
standardized test scores were provided to the Uni-
versity and the State University Admissions staffs
of the two umiversities submtted these records to the
same eligibility analysis they use in their regular
admission decisions, 1n order to determine each stu-
dent’s eligibility to attend the two universities

From these determinations the Commission calcu-
lated ehigibility rates for the graduating class as a
whole as well as for men, women, major ethnic
groups, and public school versus private school grad-
uates It found, for instance, that 13 2 pereent of the
public school graduates were ehgible for admission
to the University, rather than the recommended 124
percent. - but that only 29 2 percent were eligible to
attend the State University, compared te the recom-
mended 334 percent

At the conclusion of that study, the Commission, the
Umversity, and the State University knew far more
about the admissions options avatlable to Califor-
nia’s high school graduates of 1983 than to any other
previous graduating class Yet the data from that
study provided no information about these grad-
uates’ actual post-high school activities Did stu-
dents who were eligible to attend the University and
State University actually do so? If not, did they en-
roll elsewhere -- or do something other than attend
college? To find the answers, the Commission con-
ducted two follow-up surveys of the graduates

e In January 1984, 11,543 students in the sample
received the short questionnaire reproduced in
Appendix A, asking them about their Fall 1983
activities It summarized the results of that sur-
vey 1n its report, The Furst Follow-Up Survey of
the High School Class of 1983 (June 1984), in
which it indicated that 75 percent were involved
1n some type of postsecondary education, 14 5 per-
cent were employed and not attending classes, 4 2
percent were unemployed, 1 7 percent were serv-
ing 1n the armed forces, and less than 1 percent
were engaged 1n formal on-the-job training
Among those enrolled in postsecondary institu-



tions, 9 5 percent were enrolled in the University,
11 4 percent 1n the State University, 36 6 percent
1n California Community Colleges, 7 5 percent in
independent Califorma colleges and universities,
5 8 percent 1n some other type of educational or
training opportumity within California, and 53
percent 1n colleges or universities outside of Cali-
fornia

¢ In May 1984, the Commission sent the eight-page
questionnaire that 1s reproduced in Appendix B to
the 13,352 high school graduates for whom :t had
current addresses As can be seen, that survey
instrument consisted of five parts The first asked
all respondents about their high school exper-
1ence, goals, socioeconomic background, and ac-
tivities since high school graduation, while the re-
maiming four were to be answered only by those
who had been involved in either vocational edu-
cation, college, work, or military service

Of the 11,405 recipients of the second survey, 4,582
or 40 percent returned usable questionnaires, com-
pared to 4,040 or 35 percent for the first survey The
respondents differed from the total sample in terms
of eligibility to attend the University and the State
University Students who had been eligible to at-
tend the University were over-represented by some
70 percent, while those eligible to attend the State
University but not the University were over-rep-
resented by some 40 percent In contrast, those who
were ineligible to attend exther umiversity were un-
derrepresented by some 30 percent (Specifically, of

Footnote
were returned undeliverable

the 4,566 respondents whose ehigibility status could
be 1dentafied, 1,017 or 22 3 percent were eligible to
attend the University, 1,007 or 22 1 percent were eli-
gible to attend the State University but not the Uni-
versity, and 2,542 or 55 7 percent were eligible to
attend only the Community Colleges -- compared to
13 2 percent, 16 0 percent, and 70 8 percent, respec-
tively, among the original sample )

As a result, the responses of this self-selected sample
of students cannot be considered representative of
the entire graduating class of ‘83 Instead, they tend
to represent the more academically well-prepared
members of the class Therefore most of the analyses
in this report focus on sub-groups of respondents,
such as those enrolled 1n different types of institu-
tions or those eligible to attend these institutions

The quotations at the bottem of this and the fol-
lowing pages, taken from the students’ responses,
seek to illustrate the wide variety of experiences and
opinions of the class of 83
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their assistance 1n designing the follow-up surveys,
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For 1,071 studenta in the transcript study, no addresses were available Of the 13,352 students sent the questionnaire, 1,947

I feel that my high school traintng was excellent I do not think that any other high school could
have provided me with better tratning than what I recewed

ROP program was very helpful to me [learned enough during my 12th grade to get a job tn July
‘83 It enabled me to skip college to have a career without going to school I'm very happy andI'm
gowng back to work in August '84 after having a son

My high school hasn't helped me at all I feel it has a poor educational program Who can learn
with no homework to do. Most teachers could care less'

1 felt that my high school experience was exceptional However, based on work from others coming
out of different hugh schools, I feel that more efforts should be placed on improving high school

currtculum

I think that there should be more challenging classes and more pressure put on people to learn to
2 write correctly As you can see, [ have o hard time writing and spelling Ican’t handwriie at all



1

THE members of Califerma’s 1983 high school
graduating class who responded to the Commission’s
survey offered many 1deas about school, ranging
from suggested changes in high school programs to
thoughts on the adequacy of their preparation and
tributes to individuals who had been helpful to them
1in planning their post-hugh school career

Suggested changes

Of all the graduates who responded to the question,
“If you could change one thing to improve your high
school experiences, what would you have changed
and why?” most responded that they would have
made changes 1n their own behavior For example,
among those who answered this question, 51 percent
would have developed better study habits or gotten
more invoilved in school activities, and another 8
percent would have taken more rigerous courses

The remawmning 41 percent would make changes 1n
the school They less frequently criticized school
personnel than particular services, but 14 percent
mentioned getting better personnel while 27 percent
mentioned 1mproving services

As might be expected, the respondents differed in
their recommendations according to whether or not
they attended college, what type of institution they
attended, and even whether they were enrolled [ull
time or part time Display 1 on page 4 shows that
the group most self-critical of its study habits was

Reflections on High School

the Commumnity College students -- specifically, 50
percent of those enrolled for one to five credits, 43
percent of those enrolled for six to 11 credits, and 41
percent of those enrolled full time

Quality of preparation
for post-high school activities

Of all the respondents, 78 percent felt that their high
school courses provided good preparation for their
post-high school activities Among the respondents
who had enrolled full time in college, four out of five
felt high school gave them good preparation for col-
lege, with slightly more students agreeing who were
attending independent 1nstitutions (83 5 percent)
than the University of California (78 1 percent), the
California State University (78 4 percent}), or the
Community Colleges (74 5 percent) Among part
time students -- many of whom were alse working
part time or full time -- only about two-thirds con-
sidered their high school preparation to have been
good

Display 2 shows how the students responded to this
question as well as to those regarding the nature of
their program, the importance of homework 1n learn-
ing, their competence in basic skills, and their sense
that their grades reflect their actual achievement

In terms of eligbility to enroll in the University or
State Umiversity, 84 percent of those eligible to at-
tend the University considered their high school

Rules governing conductiinformation from military recruilers should be set Approximately 90 percent

of what I was told was false!

High school needs to emphasize math and science much more’

My high school counselor was no help in helping me -- period! I learned very litile in high school except

for a few teachers who were excellent! SuchasMr M

, he was fired!!

Not having a strong mathematics background has been a disadvantage to me in college Iregret not

taking more math courses in high school



DISPLAY 1  Respondents’ Opintons About High School, by Segment of Attendance in California Postsecondary
Educatwon, Spring 1984

University The Calforua Independent California
of Califernia State Unuversity Insttutions Community Colleg:.,
Part Time
Full Part Full Part Full Part Full 15 6-11
Time Time Time Time Time Time Time Umts Units
N= (427 (23) 45D @a" {196) M 1614) (89 (244}
Percentage whose high school
experience would have been
improved if these personal or
school changes had been made
Personal Changes
More Rugorous Courses 73 130 84 654 817 0 52 51 57
Better Study Habats, School Involvement 368 34 8 397 351 357 111 414 495 429
School Changes
Better Personnel 87 87 106 81 107 222 96 51 135
Better Services Rendered 288 304 208 270 214 333 225 202 171

Major influence or source of information
in students’ past high school activity

Relatives or Peers 129 87 89 81 51 -- 106 81 102
High School Personnel 466 478 621 595 666 667 655 687 678
College Personnel 391 391 275 243 383 333 221 182 192

Out of class activities that
influenced students’ decisions
about post-high school activity

Sports and Subject Area Clubs 143 130 131 135 153 111 109 81 82
Outof School Clubs, Church Activities 42 87 64 27 107 111 60 61 82
College Sponsored Activities 28 -- 22 -- 15 - 20 20 08
Work or Work Training Programs 136 130 151 351 163 111 166 212 111
Other 156 87 144 108 173 - 127 152 143

N = 1423) (22) (442) (36) (196} 9 (597 (96) 233

Percentage who took a college-
preparatory curriculum 805 783 708 595 Bl5 558 525 354 352

Percentage whose school courses
gave good preparation for college 781 591 784 757 835 667 745 677 643

Percentage for whom homework
was an important part of their
high school learning 744 478 736 bH0o0 707 555 644 674 575

Percentage who felt very or some-
what competent in these basie skills

Reading 918 870 874 814 918 889 887 829 882
Writing 803 609 795 838 877 B89 798 78 8 715
Mathematics 847 783 771 833 73 178 706 1T04 648
Science 717 826 712 756 749 625 609 505 545

Percentage who felt their high
school grades reflected their
achievements accurately 793 591 72.4 649 793 889 657 698 669

Source Calforma Postsecondary Education Commission



courses as good preparation, compared to 75 percent
of those eligible for only the State University, and 58
percent of those eligible only for Commumty Col-
lege

In terms of ethmcity, the Asian respondents were
more positive about their preparation than were
other students

Sources of information and influence

More graduates cited their high school teachers and
counselors as their major source of information
about possible post-high school activities than cited
anyone else, including relatives, employers, and col-
lege representatives Among the total group of re-
spondents, 1,411 mentioned teachers 1n this regard,
and 1,390 mentioned counselors Yet parents re-
mained the major influence on students’ choice of ac-
tivity after high school, with 1,044 mentioning them
as most influential

Considerably, more of those attending the Univers-
ty or independent institutions indicated being influ-
enced by college representatives than did those at-
tending Commumty Colleges or the State Univers:

ty

Influential extracurricular activities

Considerably more of the graduates indicated that
they had been influenced in their decisions about
post-gh school activities by their participation in
high school sports, subject-area clubs, employment,
and work-training programs than out-of-school
clubs, church activities, or college-sponsored activi-
ties

The only distinctive differences among these re-
sponses regarding extracurricular activities that are
evident from Display 1 are a larger than usual per
centage of students attending independent institu-
tions who were influenced by out-of-school clubs and
church activities, and a larger-than-usual percen-
tage of part-time Community College students who
were influenced by work or work-traiming programs

Across all segments, more full-time students than
part-time students were positive in their rating of
the non-work 1tems, and across the public segments,
more of those attending the University were posi-
tive than State Unmiversity students, with Communi-
ty College students least positive of all

Type of program

Among all respondents, 52 percent had enrolled in
an academic or college-preparatory program during
high school, compared to 44 percent who took gener-
al studies, 4 percent who speciahized in vocational or
technical subjects, and 1 percent who chose another
option

More [ull-time students 1n independent institutions
and the University of Califormia took a college-pre-
paratory curriculum in high school (82 and 81 per-
cent, respectively) than in the Calhifornia State Uni-
versity (71 percent) or the Commumty Colleges (53
percent) At the extreme, only 35 percent of the part-
time students in the Community Colleges took a col-
lege-preparatory program

In terms of eligibility, 85 percent of the Unmiversity-
eligible students had taken a college-preparatory
program, compared to only 60 percent of the State
University-eligible students and 28 percent of the
Commurnty College eligible students Among the

I goofed off a lot 1 school so that by the ttme college work came, it hit me like a bomb I never thought
I'd see the day that I actually wished I'd been more prepared’

Hgh school did not prepare me enough for college, it was a real shock Idid not have to study in high
school 50 it was hard to start good study habits at college

It's strange how in high school some teachers are complete professionals while others are complete
Jokes For example- Some teachers assign massive homework and take their job home with them and
will tutor you after class hours while others could care less or don’t have a clue as to what's going on



Umniversity-eligible students, Black respondents
were 20 percent less apt than their peers to have
taken a college-preparatory track Among State
University-eligible students, on the other hand,
Black respondents were 30 percent more likely to
have done so than their peers, with Hispanic and
Asian respondents at the other extreme

Importance of homework

Among all respondents, 70 percent agreed with the
statement that "homework was an important part of
my high school learning experience ” Among full-
time students in all segments, fully 70 percent or
1,294 agreed -- but some 30 percent disagreed The
Community Colleges enrolled the lowest share of
full-time students (64 4 percent) who perceived high
school homework as an important part of their
learning, but more part-time students in the Com-
munity Colleges thought 1t important than did theiwr
part-time counterparts in the other segments

In terms of eligibility for admission, 75 percent of
the University-eligible graduates were positive with
regard to the importance of homework, compared to
66 percent of the State University-eligible students,
and 57 percent of the Community College-eligible
students

Across all three eligibility groups, Asian respon-
dents (including Filipinos) were more positive 1n
their assessment of homework than were their class-
mates

Sense of competence

More of the respondents felt competent 1n their read-
ing and writing skills than in their mathematics and
science skills upon graduation from high school

This was true as well among those who went on to
college or university, with the lone exception of the
relative rating of writing and mathematics com-
petence among Umversity of California students In
general, students at the Unmiversity and the indepen-
dent colleges and umiversities felt most competent 1n
basic skills followed by those at the State University
and, finally, the Community Colleges

Accuracy of grades

Among all respondents, 1,458 or 44 percent agreed
with the statement, "My high school grades accu-
rately reflected my achievements ” Among those
attending college full time, the highest level of
agreement occurred among students at the Universi-
ty and independent institutions (79 3 percent each),
in contrast to 65 7 percent at the Commumty Col-
leges

Some 82 percent of the University-eligible respon-
dents felt thewr high school grades accurately re-
flected thetr true achievement, compared to 70 per-
cent of the State University-eligible graduates and
45 percent of the Community College eligibles No
discernible pattern appeared across ethnic groups re-
garding the accuracy of grades

High school safety

Encouragingly, a large number of the respondents
felt their high school campus had been safe 92 per-
cent of all respondents, 96 percent of the Universaty-
ehgible respondents, 92 percent of these eligible to
attend the State University, and 86 percent of those
ehgible only for Community Colleges

I had a very bad experience in high school getting bad grades, and not getiing tnvolved in school
activities I really learned nothing that I am using now In college I'm getting better grades I'm
learning what [ need to learn and I have a very good job 1 feel that high school could have offered more

of a variety than it did

From my experiences, I haven't learned anything new tn high school that I haver't already learned in
juniwor high Another thing, they should do something about penmanship The way people write these
days is terrible They should find some new waeys of making the basics more interesting One lasi note,
for someone who just graduated I feel as though I am very stupid



2 Life Goals and Educational Expectations

Respondents’ life goals

Among the 13 goals listed in Display 2 on page 8, all
but three were assigned at least some importance by
95 percent or more of the respondents The three
exceptions were the two goals of having children and
giving them better opporturuties, which only 85
percent considered 1mportant, and the goal of com-
munity leadership, which was ranked important by
only about two-thirds of the respondents

The degree of importance of the 13 goals ("very 1m-
portant” compared to "somewhat important”) varied
broadly from item to item The three 1tems rated
"very important” by almost 90 percent of the respon-
dents were that of career or job success and those
dealing with personal relationships -- the right mate
and strong friendships Between 70 and 80 percent
considered a handful of items very important --
among them, educational attainment, family ties,
leisure time, spiritual development, and steady
work Financial success and social/economic/envi-
ronmental 1mprovement were considered “very im-
portant” by only 55 to 65 percent, and no more than
15 percent judged community leadership as “very
umportant ” In general, group-oriented goals winvolv-
ing the environment, community, and children did
not fare as well as individual goals, although this
pattern may be inherent in responses to this type of
question, where tndividual goals appear more vivid

Across segments, the responses of the students at-
tending the University of California stand out on
several sets of questions The percentage that rated

enjoyable leisure time and spiritual development as
“very important” was high compared to any other
group, despite the religious affiliation of some inde-
pendent institutions In contrast, their rating of "se-
curity” considerations such as financial success and
steady work was the lowest of any group They were
also extreme in their low rating of the importance of
having children and (perhaps consistently) provid-
1ng better opportunities for them

The students attending independent institutions
full-time distinguished themselves by having a
greater percentage rating of "bonding” goals, such as
right mate, strong friendships, and close family ties,
higher than any other group

Educational expectations

The educational aspirations of the respondents are
summarized 1n Display 3 on page 9 As can be seen,
among all of the respondents, 88 percent wanted to
complete at least some college, 72 percent sought the
bachelor’s degree, and 43 percent hoped to attain a
master’s or higher degree

Even among the graduates who did not enroll imme-
diately in college, a significant proportion hoped
eventually to attend college For example, among
those who were employed 1n civihan jobs, 85 percent
planned on at least some college, as did 80 percent of
those in the armed forces, and fully 90 percent of
those who considered themselves unemployed

My goals for the present and next few years will be, primarily, obtatning enough training and knowledge

for a good-paying and solid job!
I plan to make my first million at 287

I am getting married in May of 1985 I plan to hold down two part-time jobs during this ttme Idonot
wish to continue with school I want to be a good wife, homemaker and still be able to work (part time)
At this time, I have no spectal desire to have a career Just a job that pays well with benefits 1s sufficient

for me

My goal 1s to take cooking classes and go to a school for cooking Then hopefully, become a chef



DISPLAY 2 1
Spring 1984

Edueational and
Community Goals
Educational Attainment
Very Important
Somewhat Emportant
Community Leadarship
Very Important
Somewhat Empoertant
Improve Socal, Economaie, or
Envirohmental Conditions
Very Importent
Somewhat [mportant

Personal Life Goals
The Right Mate
Very Important
Somewhat Important
Strong Friendships
Yery Important
Somewhat Important
Close Family Ties
Very Important
Somewhat Important
Hawving Children
Very Important
Somewhat Important
Enjoyable Leisure Time
Very Important
Somewhat Important
Spiritual Development
Very Important
Somewhat Impertant

Career and Achievement Goals
Careor or Job Success
Very Important
Somewhat Important
Financial Success
Very Important
Somewhat Important
Steady Work
Very Important
Somewhat Important
Better Opportunities for My Children
Very Important
Somewhat Important

Univeraity

of Celiforma

Full Part
Tume Time

412)  (22)

749 652
232 304

133 43
470 435

526 478
408 478

856 913
116 43

910 870
75 130

752 T83
217 217

464 522
353 348

796 870
190 130

796 870
190 130

BY7 739
116 261

565 545
408 409

685 522
287 435

485 522
386 304

Source Califorma Postsecondary Education Commission

The Cabformia

State Unuverpity

Full Part
Time Time
438) (37}

675 541
309 459

140 81
506 351

576 595
363 287

862 865
106 135

888 892
110 108

789 676
179 297

508 351
353 432

747 730
240 243

747 730
240 243

904 892
89 108

585 676
384 297

762 784
216 189

580 622
345 2987

Indeperndent
[natatutions

Full Part
Time Time

(188) (8)

644 750
325 250

146 222
526 656

539 889
403 111

891 778
88 222

933 778
57 222

802 1000
18 8 -

5668 556
323 222

734 444
245 556

734 444
245 556

856 778
134 222

6565 556
294 444

720 T78
249 222

532 889
356 -

Respondents’ Life Goals by_Segm_c_;u of 4§um{ar_:ce in Caltfornia Postsecondary Education,

Cahfornas
Community Colleses

Part Time

Full 15 611
Time Unitg Units

(604) (239 (9D

692 536 621
287 443 358

122 122 50
432 500 523

586 646 577
363 31.3 369

839 818 826
136 172 153

811 818 802
16.4 162 178

736 667 736
231 303 238

428 475 417
384 374 393

682 735 1710
288 224 274

682 T35 710
288 224 274

877 B89 876
12 101 120

626 T47 657
351 242 322

774 788 839
211 212 149

606 758 669
306 202 289



DISPLAY 3 Highest Level of Education That Respondents Expect to Complete, by Major Activity and
by Segment of Attendance in Califormia Postsecondary Education, Spring 1984

Expected Level of Education All Respondents Enrolled un College Employed Military Service Unemployed
High Schoel Graduation 2 2% 0 0% 4 4% T 4% 1 6%
Vocational/Trade School or Some College 17 0 16 3 205 235 113
Bachelor's Degree 232 303 259 222 279
Master's or Higher Degree 43 3 450 3813 345 512
Don't Know 91 83 108 124 80
University The California Independent Calhformua
of California State University Instatutions Commumty Coileeas
Full Part Full Part Full Part, Full Part Tume
Expected Level of Education Time Time Tune Tune Tume  Time Time 15Units 6-11 Umts
(401) @3 433 136) (183) [£)] (67%) (225) {91}
High School Graduation 00% 00% 0 5% 0 0% 00% 00% 07% 22% (09%
Vocational/Trade School
or Some College 11 43 21 139 33 00 145 429 284
Bachsalor's Degree 237 261 43 2 361 268 333 341 154 258
Maater's or Higher Degroe 688 522 501 44 4 612 667 431 275 293
Den't Know 62 174 42 58 87 00 76 121 15.6

Source. Califorrua Postescondary Education Commussion

As mught be expected, the respondents’ expected
level of education varied by segment of attendance
and part-time/full-time status. Display 3 shows that
of those enrolled full time, the largest percentage
who expected to earn a master’'s degree or higher
were attending the Umiversity (69 percent), while
the second largest were enrolled in independent in-
stitutions (61 percent). Among Community College
students, 14 percent expected to complete only voca-

tional or trade preparation or "some college,” yet a
substantial share of thus group (77 percent) expected
to earn at least a bachelor’s degree while another 43
percent expected to earn a master’s or hugher degree
Even among those taking less than six units in the
Community Colleges, 43 percent expected to earn a
bachelor’s and 27 percent a master's or higher de-

gree

I find myself confused when I'm workeng, to think about quitting my job to move on to college Iknow I'll

do it one day, but it scares me to think about it

Hauving taken a semester off from school and working instead, I have come to the realization of how
important an educaflon 18 fo me, not only tn the job market, but in the self-fulfillment it wil grve me tn
having achieved something posttive in my life I plan on returning to college next fall with the hopes of

learning something useful

I got a job recently and I'm saving money to go to a vocational school Things are very tough and I want to
finanece my own studtes. My dad already put four of my siux brothers through colleges and universities
and [ want to giwe him a break I think 'm old enough (13) to take care of myself

M~y goal 18 to go back to college tn August of 1985 or the fall semester of 1985 My major well be Pre-

Nursing Therel planto get my RN degree
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I took the ROP program for Cosmetology I became a beautician before finishing high school Sol think
Regional Occupation Program s very helpful for students It helps them start their career eariter

One of my main goals are to serve af least two years in the service (Marines) But then I want fo fimish
college and get my AA degree I'm undecided on what to do If I stay and go to college 1t’s hard cause 1
work on and off sometimes days or nights, and my perents really doesr’t want me to join the Marines

My career goal right now ts to work with children as an Instructional Aide or other [ would eventually
like to work with deaf kids tn which 1 will start my training September, 1984 And maybe someday
build my own school for the hearing tmpaired

Presently I am a sophmore in college, now attending UCSB summer program [ plan to further my edu-
cation there I have fairly strong knowledge in the business field and plan to do vocational law work at
UCSB along with my educational studies

T have just completed a year of study at El Camino Community College with a goal (major) 1n Police Sci-
ence I will go one more year and finish my police classes, then I wntend to go into police work and
specialize in SWAT

I am attending Sacramento City College with a GPA of 347 My major is Engineering and I plan to
transfer to UC Dauwis, UOP, or San Luts Obispo where I will continue my upper division work in Electrical
Engineering I work 20 hours a week at Wells Fargo to meet my college expenses

I am now atlending a communaity college Upon receiving my A 8 (I'm also working towards a transfer
to a four-year unwersity), I plan to enter the military After my discharge [ plan to return to a
unwersity to complete my education and recewea B S wtn Crimuinology

I got a job recently and m saving money to go to a vocational school Things are very tough and I want
to finance my own studies My dad already put four of my six brothers through colleges and untversities
and I want to give him a break [ think I'm old enough (19) to take care of myself

I really owe a lot to my ROP teachers They helped me so much If it wasn't for them, I don’t know what !
would of done or what I would be doing I'm now an esthetician I plan to go back to school to become a
nurse, to help people My ROP teachers are agents for modeling They helped me and gave me a job [I've
been tn pageants, two magazines, and two hatr shows where I placed Ist and 2nd

I was allowed to teach pre-school in a private nursery school with very little qualifications This was
during the summer of 1983 Working 1s the best expertence Because of this job I transferred from U C
Sania Barbara to Fresno State io become a teacher

{ started working on the retail-photo business back in 1980, a friend of the family hired me That is
where I gained all of my knowledge in sales My future goals are to finish school and work as a Sales
Marketing agent for a company such as IBM, Canon, or any other major electronic manufacturer

My hugh school education was very thorough although I do believe there should be more required read-
ing ESP classes Many people were not prepared for all the required reading in college My experience as
a P R person and a cashier was a great help in giotng expertence and helping with my career decision,
much less gring me @ new set of friends and a chance to meet more people I planto getaB S and then
continuie on fora M. B A and gel tnto accounting

[ would ltke to make my career in Diesel and Heavy Equipment Repair/Mechanic 1t would take a large
amount of training and experience and some mechanwal work I have experience in repairing automo-
biles and working with different hand tools and power tools That ts my goal for my future career once I
start enrolling un thus specal tratning

I plan to be an actress Unrfortunately, it 1s quite difficult to make money as an actress unless you get
lucky Sol have to work in uninteresting jobs until I find a show
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OF the 3,728 respondents to this portion of the
Commussion’s survey, 2,516, or 67 percent, reported
that their primary activity in the spring of 1984 was
postsecondary education, either in state or out of
state The fact that the Commuission’s first follow-up
survey found that 75 percent of the respondents n
Fall 1983 were engaged in postsecondary education
indicates an overall attrition rate of some 11 percent
between fall and spring -- a rate consistent with the
expected pattern of first-year attrition for college-
goers

Overall, 33 percent of the respondents were not 1n-
volved in any form of postsecondary education n
Spring 1984 Slightly more than half of these re-
spondents reported that they were employed In
civilian jobs and not attending school or college
Four percent of the respondents characterized them-
selves as unemployed Those serving in the armed
forces constituted the smallest share of the total
group -- 2 percent The remaining 8 percent reported
that they were engaged 1n other activities, which
ranged from homemaking and church-related ser-
vice to travel and other recreation

Respondents not attending college

Of the 1,212 respondents not enrciled in college,
their activities differed considerably between those
who were eligible to attend the University of Cali-
fornia or the California State Univers:ty and those
who were not For example, the majority of the eli-

Post-High School Activities

gible respondents who were not not enrolled charac
terized their major post-high school activity as "oth-
er,” compared to fewer than one 1n 15 of the 1neli-
gible respondents not enrolled

Military service

As can be seen 1n Display 4 on page 11, of the 65 re-
spondents who were 1n the military in Spring 1984,
56 were men and nine were women The majority of
them -- 52 (or 80 percent) -- were 1neligible to attend
the Unuversity or State University Of the remain-
ing 13, eight were eligible for the State University
and five were eligible for the University Among the
mneligible respondents, men enlisted at a rale ten
times higher than women

Cwilian employment

Seven hundred and sixty of the respondent- were
employed 1n the civilian sector -- 434 women and 272
men More than two-thirds of the ineligible respon-
dents who were not attending college were employ-
ed, compared to only one-third of the eligible re-
spondents who were not enrolled

Unemployment

Of the 142 respondents who reported being un-
employed or not involved in any other activity, 107
were women and only 35 were men The neligible
respondents experienced more unemployment (7 per-

Dhsgusted with college so enlisting 1n Noevy High school prepared me well enough to obtain position in

the prestigrous Nuclear Field Program

When I graduated from Camarillo High, I went to work as a drywaller Not a good job, but I wanted to
see what it was like to work and see if I iked it | soon found outl didn’t So I enrolled at a community
college Now after one year out of school I am selling water purifiers and soon life itnsurance and
investments for middle class people I make roughly $2,000 a month

I have a wonderfuljob now I'm inoutside maintenance marketing (No thanks to Grante Hills High
School!) 1learned nothing the last year of high school I feel they need to train young people for the

world & what it will be like once they're on their own

11



DISPLAY 4 Respondents’ Major Actwity in Spring 1984, by Eligibulitly Status and Sex

Eligible to Attend the ELgible to Attend the Inalynible to Attend
Umiversity of Califorma Cabforma State Univermity  Enther University All Respondents
Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women
Activity N=(971) (392) (579) {1,031y 374 165T) (1,726) (696) (1,030 (3,728) (1,462)(2,266)

Attending the
University of California

Frequency 365 162 203 63 30 33 19 8 11 447 200 247
Percent 376 413 351 61 80 50 11 11 12 120 137 109

Attending the
Califorma State

Unuversity
Frequency 188 63 125 234 89 145 66 29 37 488 181 307
Percent 194 161 216 227 238 221 38 42 36 131 124 1356
Attending a
Community College
Frequency 119 32 87 256 88 168 597 256 341 972 376 596
Percent 123 82 150 248 235 256 346 368 331 261 2567 263

Attending an

Independent Institution
Frequency 114 41 73 53 15 as 41 14 27 208 70 138
Percent 117 105 126 51 40 58 24 20 26 56 48 461

Attending a Trade

or Vocational School
Frequency 10 6 4 39 11 28 180 65 115 229 82 147
Percent 10 156 07 38 29 43 104 93 112 61 56 65

Attending an Out-

of-State Institution
Frequency 95 47 48 38 16 22 39 16 23 172 79 93
Percent 98 120 83 37 43 33 23 23 23 46 5H4 41

Serving in the
Armed Forces

Frequency 5 3 2 8 6 2 52 47 5 65 56 9
Percent 05 08 103 08 16 103 J0 68 05 17 38 04

Employed in a
Civilian Job

Frequency 22 11 11 122 42 80 562 219 343 706 272 434
Percent. 23 28 19 118 112 122 326 315 333 189 186 192
Unemployed
Freguency 5 2 3 18 4 14 119 29 90 142 35 107
Percent 05 05 05 18 11 21 69 42 87 38 24 47
Engaged :n
Another Activity
Frequency 48 25 23 200 73 127 51 13 38 299 111 188
Percent 49 64 40 194 195 153 3¢ 19 37 80 76 83

Source Califorma Postsecondary Education Commission

12



cent) than did the eligible respondents (1 percent),
and women reported twice the unemployment rate of
men (9 percent versus 4 percent} Only 2 percent of
the State University-ehgible respondents reported
that they were unemployed, as did one-half of 1 per-
cent of the University-eligible respondents

Other activities

Of the 299 respondents who reported engaging in
other activities, 188 were women and 111 were men
Two-thirds of them were eligible to attend the State
University, and nearly one-sixth were eligible to
attend the University

Postsecondary enrollment and eligibility

Rates of college going clearly vary by eligibility sta-
tus In Spring 1984, fully 92 percent of the Universi-
ty-eligible students were engaged 1n postsecondary
education, as were about two-thirds of the State Un1

versity-eligible students, and only 55 percent of the
others This pattern of attendance 1s consistent with
that revealed by the initial survey of graduates’ ac-
tivities during Fall 1983 Displays 5, 6, and 7 on
pages 14-16 contrast the Fall 1983 activities with
the Spring 1984 activities of University-eligible re-
spondents, State University-eligible respondents,
and 1ineligible respondents, respectively As Display
5 shows for the University-eligible respondents, the
7 percentage-point combined drop in the Commumty
College and vocational school groups between [all
and spring was counterbalanced by gains in the “not
enrolled” group and by marginal increases in the
percent attending senior segments other than the
State University (As noted earlier, only 8 percent of
the Umversity-eligible respondents were not enroll-

ed 1 Spring 1984, but this compares with only 3
percent not enrolled the previous fall )

The pattern for the State Umversity-ehigible stu-
dents depicted 1n Display 6 differs from that for the
University-eligible group both in Fall 1983 college
going and 1n shifts from Fall 1983 to Spring 1984
The percentage of this eligibility group in atten-
dance dad not increase for any segment, and the frac-
tion attending the State University or the Commu-
nity Colleges had dropped to less than one-half by
spring -- a shift that can only be traced to the more
than one-third who were not enrolled anywhere 1n
spring This percentage-point growth among those
not enrolled contrasts sharply with the University-
eligble group

As Display 7 shows, the pattern for the ineligible re-
spondents suggests a one for-one exchange between
losses 1n Community College students and those not
enrolled That 15, the 16 percentage-point loss in
Community College attendance is completely coun-
terbalanced by the 17 percentage-point 1ncrease in
those not enrolled, which 1n Spring 1984 accounted
for fully 45 percent of the 1ineligible group The frac-
tion of this group enrolled 1n the Community Col-
leges -- more than half in the fall -- had dropped to
barely more than one-third by the spring

The actual dynamics of the change in activity from
fall to spring 1s more complex than these three dis-
plays show Transfer between the several segments
18 masked within the two snapshots, yet the overall
patterns of attrition evident from the displays should
be of 1nterest to everyone concerned with questions
of postsecondary success as well as access

In that regard, one important factor in students’
college persistence 1s their iving situation Nearly
half of the University-eligible (49 percent) lived in
dormutories, fraternities, or sororities, while only 40

Al I have to say 13 that I hope the cost of tuition does not increase Fufty dollars is sufficient

Rught now I'm in Dental Assisting In one or two years, I plan on going back to school for two more

years to become a densal hygienist

I am attending Shasta Communuty College At firstl did not want to go there, but now I am going to get
my AA in General Education The communuty college is a wonderful facility and I hope that they will
in the future gain more support I would not irade this experience for anything The classes, steff, and

grounds are excellent

Being tn the mulstary 15 guoing me time to decide what I want to do with my life

13



DISPLAY 5 Fall 1983 and Spring [384 Actilies of Respondents Eligible to Attend the Uniwersity of
California

— UNIVERSITY OF
40 CALIFORNIA Fall 1983 -

38% Spring 1984

30—
_ STATE UNIVERSITY
- 20%
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—_ b COMMUNITY COLLEGE
— al 17%
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— .'E-;.“' ff:* 3 :-‘ E-"
- L e INDEPENDENT
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S b INSTITUTION
- ¥l CT 12% 12% OUT-OF-STATE
— ! 1% INSTITUTION
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— ’ VOCATIONAL
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Source Califorma Postsecondary Education Commission
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DISPLAY 6 Fall 1983 and Spring 1984 Actw:ties of Respondents Elgible to Attend the Caltfornia Slate
Unuwversity but not the Unwcersuy of California

Spring 1984

40 — COMMUNITY COLLEGE

- 38%

— e

— g:‘ : >

_ [ NOT ENROLLED

T 34%

- 1

—t— e
30 CALIFORNIA STATE

UNIVERSITY
27%

VOCATIONAL
INDEFENDENT 7% OUT OF-STATE
INSTITUTION INSTITUTION

Source Califorma Postsecondary Education Lommission
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DISPLAY 7 Fall 1983 and Spring 1984 Actiwties of Respondents Eligible to Attend the California
Communtty Colleges but not the Uniwversity of California or the Caltformia State University
Fall 1983 [ I
60 I I
— Spring 1984
-_ COMMUNITY COLLEGE
—_ 51%
20— 4,
— e NOT ENROLLED
: . 45%
40 — o
- 35%
30 —
20 —
— VOCATIONAL
_ 10%
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—_ UN‘lV(l):gSITY a% 4% : a%
T CALIFORNIA 3% 2% ‘
-_ 1% 1%
0 — EXEN | .3
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percent lived in thetr parents’ homes Among State
Unmiversity-eligible students, however, fully 64 per-
cent lived at home and only 18 percent resided in liv-
ing groups Among those graduates ineligible to at-
tend either the Uriversity or State University, 74
percent lived at home and only 5 4 percent resided 1n
living groups Given the documented advantage of a
collegiate environment for persistence and achieve-
ment 1n college (Astin, 1979), these differences 1n
living arrangements may account for some of the
attrition shown in Displays 6 and 7 Calfornia’s
system of postsecondary education 1s less residential
than those of many other states, and 1ts design may
thus maximize access at the expense of success

Students’ family-income status
and sources of financial support

As Display 8 on page 18 shows, respondents attend-
ing different segments of California postsecondary
education were differently distributed among three
family income categories low (30 to $17,999), mad-
dle ($18,000 to $29,999), and high ($30,000 and
above) The observed relation of family income level
to segment of attendance (progressing down from the
University of California to independent institutions,
the State University, and the Community Colleges)
1s not unexpected, given the range of independent
institutions attended by respondents

Display 8 shows that the percent of respondents
attending the University full time from high-income
famlies contrasts with those at the Community Col-
leges 63 percent to 38 percent, with comparable per-
centages from low-income families being 10 and 22
percent Differences between full-time and part-
time students within each segment were not large

"Real life” begins the day of high school graduation

Display 8 also shows the share of students who relied
on family or guardian sid, spouse support, self sup-
pert, scholarships, grants or benefits, loans, and
“other” sources to meet their costs of education Ma-
jor differences are evident among the segmentis 1n
students’ use of these sources The profiles of sources
of support for respondents attending the University
and the State University are reasonably similar, but
the respondents attending independent institutions
and Commumty Colleges are at extreme opposites
regarding dependence on loans versus self-support,
with many independent institutions and few Com-
munity College students relying on loans A trade-
off appears evident between these two sources 1m-
mediate self-support versus deferred self-support
Given the impracticality of immediate self-support
for independent-institution students, theiwr recourse
to the alternate strategy 1s understandable

The largest source of aid for full-time students at the
University and State University was self support,
but several other sources -- family or guardian aid,
scholarships, and loans -- were comparably common
{Because of the large number of comments made by
respondents about [inancial aid, a wide sample of
them are reproduced at the end of this paper )

Relation between eligibility
and socioeconomic status

Student-reported parental income and educational
attainment is related to eligibility status for the var-
1wus ethnic groups among respondents As expected,
median parental income 15 highest ($40,000) for the
University-eligible group, intermediate ($32,000) for
the State University-elignble group, and lowest
($29,000) for the ineligible group (Dhsplay 9, page
19) This same progression by eligibihity status ap-

From the time I started workung for Hicks Construction in August 1984 to the present I have come from
a laborer to my present position as crew foreman I was the youngest pusher in the Getty oulfields where
1 worked Isometimes direct or superuvise crews of 25 men or more and very expensive equipment Most
of the men are older than 1, some by 40 years I credit most of my success to my education

I Liked college much better -- the maturity of fellow studenis and being treated like a "person” and an
*equal ” The atmosphere was terrific I hope to continue some day in the future and fulfill my dreams

I plan to go to Cabrullo College next semester for Business classes, hopefully for four years [Ireally plan

to make something out of myself

17



DISPLAY 8  Respondents’ Family-Income Status and Sources of Support to Meet the Costs of
Education, by Segment of Attendance in California Postsecondary Education, Spring

1984

California
Commumtv Collezes

Part Time
Full Time 1-5Units 6-11 Unuts
427 4§ d7y

Calutornia
State University

University of
Calfornia

Independent
lostitutions

Full Time Part Time
Segne Satme

Full Tume Part Tume
{3500 17 3

Full Time Part Time
(37T M [3

s {6)
Family Income Status

High 631 58 8 46 7 46 7 5186 66 7 379 239 340
Middie 26 6 294 332 300 325 - 405 43 3 16 3
Low 103 116 202 233 159 333 215 328 197
Sources of Financial Support
to Vleet the Coste of Education
Famuly or Guardian Aid 206 304 188 351 179 239 152 278
Spouse Support -- - -- - - - 03 - 12
Seif Support 26 2 261 333 324 10 2 111 44 6 515 46 9
Scholarships 201 87 153 135 194 111 117 30 65
Grants or Benefits 98 217 16 4 54 97 - 117 51 49
Loans 190 130 124 a1 393 66 7 24 2.0 33
Other 19 - 11 27 15 111 13 10 0.4

plies within all ethme groups so far as the reliabili-
tyof data will allow that analysis Median parental
income for all eligibility groups combined varies by
ethnicity, with white respondents highest ($35,000),
followed by Asian ($26,000), Black ($22,000) and
Hispanic ($19,000)

Display 10 on page 20 shows the same progression
by eligimlity group for father's educational attain-
ment Here again the University-eligible graduates
are highest, followed by the State University eligt-
ble, with the Commumty College eligible lowest
The same progression across eligibility groups holds
for individual ethnic groups The rank order of the
ethnic groups here 1s the same as that for parental
income (white, Asian, Black, and Hispanic), al-
though the Asian respondents fimsh a very close sec-
ond to white respondents on this measure

The pattern for mother’s educational attainment
shown 1n Display 11 on page 21 18 quite stmilar to
that reported for father's educational attainment, al-
though displaced toward lower attainment The sole
exception to this latter observation 1s the pattern for
the Black respondents, for whom mother's reported
educational attainment 1s actually higher than
father's

The progression 1n personal educational aspirations
by eligibility group holds 1n general as well as with-
1n each ethnic group {Dhsplay 12, page 22) However,
the percentages of both Black and Asian respondents
who aspire to postgraduate education 1s higher than
of white respondents, breaking with the order ob-
served for the standard sociceconomic measures in
the previous three displays

[ feel the reason I excel in college is because of the strong writing skills I oblained in high school My
high school stressed good writing skills above everything else

I am currently a licensed cosmeiologist and [ am looking into buying my own hawr salon, and my new
house with my husband. Thank you for your concern

I think there should be more programs to help young adulls to find part-time jobs so they can confinue

with education, or college

18



DISPLAY 9 Parental Income, Student Eligitbility, and Race
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There 15 one thing [ would like to comment on In my case, I feel that I rushed into college [ wasn't
prepared "mentally” for the college expertence In highschool. [ wasa high "B” student, but in college I
could barely manage a "C” I hope that later [ unll be able to prepare myself for college, ard give u
another try

I would gladly go to college if I had the money I'm going to have lo go soon because my job
advancement depends on it

[ and my parenis found 1 difficult because of the amount of money my dad made I could not get

financial aid I do not think that a tuition skould be tmposed on community colleges, because it 15 hard
enough for people with money What about people who don't have that $50 00 to spare?
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DISPLAY 10 Fatker's Educational Attainment, Siudent Eligibulity, and Race
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Includes others

. Includes Filipinos

I dropped out of college because I felt I couldn’t handle it Since I graduated Pve had five jobs [Ithinkl
messed myself up by not gwing college my best shot

I am working tn ar office doing secretarial work and learning everything from bookkeeping to sales,
wnth very little previous experience [t was tmportant o me (o find a posttion that I could get some
background in It's too much pressure for a lot of kids who don’t work during high school and don't
gain from going to school. They can't posstbly make enough to live on and save



LAY 11 Mother’s Educational Attainment, Eligibility, and Race

TOTAL* White Black Hispanic Asian**
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I would not be able to attend college if I were not eligible for financial atd Financial aid should be
available to anyone who 1s willing to get an education

I am very displeased unth the recent cancellation of badmunton from maost of the colleges in my area

[ believe that this survey unll return nusleading results which may be used by politicians to meet thewr
statistical needs Please don't take the results too seriously
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DISPLAY 12 Student's Educational Aspiration, Eligibility, and Race
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Includes others
Includes Filipinos

Thanks to scholarship money available at Cal Poly Pomona, [ am able to continue my education at the
unwersity level for the next three years Without thewr help I would not be going to a four-year school

next year

I feel that hugh school should talk more about vocational programs and not push four-year schools to
the students so hard Technical schools can provide a very good education for a Iot less money, and
shorter length of time



The influence of socioeconomic status
on eligibility and attendance

The responses of the Class of 83 confirm the strong
influence of family income and parental educational
attainment on eligibility and attendance Thsplays
13, 14, and 15 on page 24 deal with eligibility of the
various racial/ethnic groups controlling for family
income, fathers’ education, and mothers’ education
They show a consistent pattern for all ethnic groups
of eligibility status increasing with tncome and par-
ental education, with the curious but consistent re-
versal 1n the trend for mothers with education be-
yond the bachelor’s degree

However, 1f one looks down the columns of these
same three tables (thus controlling for the particular
measure of soclo-economic status), a general pattern
emerges among the racial/ethmic groups For a giv-
en level of income or parental education, the Asian
respondents in general show the highest elig:tbility
status of any group In the second rank of eligibility
status 1n most columns are Filipino and white re-
spondents And in the third rank are Black and His-
panic respondents

The strong influence of family income on the percent
attending the University of Califorma 15 evident 1n
Display 16 on page 26 For most racial/fethnic
groups, the University-going rate of high-income re-
spondents was three to four times as high as that of
low-income respondents As before, the Asian re-
spondents show the highest rate of University-go-
ing, but 1n a departure, the Black respondents are
found 1n the second rank with the white and Fil:pino
respondents

Thus 1t would seem that even if soci0-economie fac-
tors are held constant, consistent differences 1in eliga-
bility and attendance exist among these ra-
cial/ethnie groups Certainly language disadvan-
tage must be suspected to account for some of these
differences for those groups that include many re-

cent immigrants In this regard, the large range of
eligibility status by income for Asian and Filipino
respondents evident in Display 13 may further re-
flect differences between recent arrivals and native
Americans of many generations' standing in this
admittedly diverse group

In summary, while socioc-economic status strongly
influences ehygbility and choiwce, 1t does net account
for all of the variability in these measures

Students’ satisfaction with
their institution or program

The survey inquired about respondents’ satisfaction
with the following aspects of their institution or pro-
gram (1)its quality, content, and reputation, (2) its
impact on their personal achievement, (3) its cost
and availability of financial aid, (4) out-of-class con-
tact with faculty, counselors, and advisors, and (5)
its sports and recreational programs, facilities, and
equipment Display 17 on page 25 summarizes theiwr
responses

In general, more full-time students were satisfied
with their institution than were part-time students

The sole exception was in the area of cost and avail-
ability of financ:al aid, where only 29 percent of full-
time students from independent institutions ex-
pressed satisfaction, compared to 56 percent of their
part-time classmates At the other extreme n satis-
faction with the financial aspects of attendance were
full-time Community College students, 70 percent of
whom expressed satisfaction

Display 17 further shows that of all the aspeets of
their program or institution, most students in all
segments were satisfied with their institution’s
“quality, content, and reputation ” This was true of
83 percent of those enrolled at independent institu-
tions, 81 percent at the University, 74 percent at the

This academic year was rough financially for me The only real complaint I have 1s about the
avarlabilty of financiwal atd I think that there should be an established woy for students that come

from middle-income famuies to receive financral aid

I am very bitter with the present financial aid system Witha 3 89 G P A in college, I have not been
able to get any aid! I belteve it 1s wrong te discrimunate against me because I am middle-class and
white Inaddition, Iama gl I kave the [owest possibility of getting financial ard than anyone else tn
the United States because of these reasons Whoever is in charge, THANKS FOR NOTHING/
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DISPLAY 13 Ratiwo of Percent Eligible to Attend the Unwversity of California to the Percent Ineligibie

by Race/Ethnicity and Famuly Income

Ethnieity
White
Asian
Filipino
Black
Hispanie

Low income
Ratig Number
042 271
0.52 60
017 10
0.10 42
0.17 128

Middle Income

Ratio

053
344
048
041
023

Number

647
o6
20
36

113

High Income

Ratio Number

123
6 52
266
0 55
052

286
58
16
24
42

DISPLAY 14 Ratw of Percent Eligible to Attend the Uruversity of California to the Percent Ineligible by
Race/Ethnicity and Fathers' Educational Atltainment

Less than
Hieh Schoal Drploma
Ethmeity Ratic  Number
White 0.21 191
Asgian 107 43
Filipino 00 6
Black 011 26
Hispanic 0.15 155

Fathers' Educational Attainment

High Schaol

Diploma Some College _
Ratic  Number Ratic  Number
024 428 042 759
120 41 062 43
1.00 5 073 23
0.06 43 032 47
0.26 €9 020 114

Bachelor's D ]
Rativ  Number

143
389
036
050
082

473
60
19

9
21

More than
Bachelor’s Degree
Ratic  Number

162 156
500 41
200 3
067 8
020 15

DISPLAY 15 Ratw of Percent Eligible to Attend the Universiuty of Californua to the Percent Ineligible by
Race/Ethnicity and Mothers’ Educational Attainment

Mothers” Educational Attainment

Leas than
High School Dinloma
Ethnicity Ratigp Number
White 017 181
Asian 076 57
Filipino 167 8
Black 020 15
Hispanic 014 154

High School
Diploma
Ratio Number
0 36 668
125 57
025 13
006 39
023 111

Source: Calhfornia Postsdecondary Education Commussion,
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I do not think I could of chosen a better college (SRJC) to attend [t has enabled me to gradually adjust
to the college atmosphere; unltke an University It has allowed me to receive my GE requirements at a

Some College

Ratio

061
207
044
024
021

Number

918
61
17
T
34

minimal cost, yet recetving the same credit for them as in a University

I will be traveling all year 84-85 starting July 5 with "Up With People" over 32,000 miles I unll come
back for one more year at SRJC then off to a UC system for an [nternational Relations Masters degree

with one year studytng abroad in Russia’

Bachelor's Degree
Number

Ratio

177
621
0.86
050
143

437

45
16
13
20

More than
Bachelar’s Degree
Ratio Number

152 200
2350 11
050 4
014 3
033 4



State University, and 73 percent at Community Col-
leges Similar patterns exist for the part-time stu-
dents but at lower levels of satisfaction The second
most satisfactory aspect of the institutions was the
“sports, recreational programs, facilities, and equip-
ment ” Full-time University students reported the
greatest satisfaction with this component (79 per-
cent), followed closely by State University students

(75 percent), and those from independent 1nstitu-
tions (74 percent)

Full-time students in the independent institutions
report significantly greater satisfaction than their
counterparts at other institutions with regard to
their “personal achievement in the program or in-
stitution” (76 percent) and "out-of-class contact with
faculty, counselors, and advisors” (69 percent) The

DISPLAY 16 Percent of Respondents Attending the Unwversity of California Full Time in Spring 1984
by Race/Ethnictty end Family Income

Low Income Middie Inceme High Income
Ethnicity Percent Number Parcent Number Percent Number
White 5 5% 271 9 4% 847 20 4% 886
Aslan 117 60 339 56 379 58
Filipino 100 10 50 20 313 16
Black 95 42 167 36 250 24
Hispame 63 128 53 113 119 42

Source California Postsdecondary Education Commission

DISPLAY 17 Respondents’ Salfisfaction with the California Institution or Program in Which They Were
Enrolled in Spring 1984

Lmuversity of Califormia [ndependent Calfy
Calfornia Stats University Institutions Comm:mt‘:rﬂél:lle--a-__.
P
Fu‘J.iT';me Pa:tz'g:ma F'utlig‘lujne Parfé';‘;me Full Time Part Tume Full Time lSL:t:JrrtsTllS{nlel (nits
Percentage ~ho were satisfied with the ( e 9 614) R 199)
quahity, content, and reputation of the
program ot inshitution 810 652 T4 5 54 0 82 A T T 734 515 702
Percentage & ho were sati-tied vith
their personal achieverent inthe
program or nstitucion 609 391 612 2186 76 0 66 7 536 40 4 559
Percentage who were satisfied with the
cost and availabulity of financial aid
1n the program nr stitution 475 652 523 513 291 555 698 535 665
Percentage who were satisfied with the
out of-class contact with faculty,
counselors, and adv isors 525 135 576 43 2 69 4 66 7 522 37 4 445
Percentage who were satisfied with the
sports, recreational programs, facihities, and
equupment of the program or institutwa 79 1 522 15 4 50 4 74 7717 876 54 5 67 4
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relatively low rating of this latter item by students
1n the public segments should be disturbing to edu-
cators and might suggest the need for further 1m-
provement in this critical area

Summary

In general, the respondents to the Spring 1984 sur-
vey of Califormia’s class of 1983 were positive in
their attitudes toward their preparation and fairly
optumistic in their outlook Variation by eligibility
group, activity, and sociceconemic background was
consistently 1n an explainable direction, but the
range and intensity of that variation was sometimes

unexpected

As originally noted, this description of the survey
findings 1s not exhaustive Rather it 1s intended only
to indicate the potential of the survey data base as a
resource for further analysis For instance, this re-
port has only occasionally dealt with differences in
response by sex and ethnicity, yet the data base ex-
1sts as a permanent resource for such analyses, if the
size of the particular sub-group of respondents is
large enough to sustain them

In sum, what this description strongly confirms is
the utility of the data base and the advisability of
replicating the Spring 1984 survey on the class of
1986

[ would Like to take this opportunity to express my dissatisfaction about the rules and regulations
concerning financial aid I am not eligible for financial ard because my stepfather makes too much
money Even though I no longer lve in their home nor do they support me tn any way 1 wtll not be

eligible for two years I feel this is unfair

The only problem that I have found during college so far is that I cannot apply for financial aud, as tn
granis or loans, because my parents make too much money They may make money but they also have

other costs besides helping to put me through school

I would just Like to say that more money should be spent on grants to students Because I have seen
many students drop oul of school sumply because a guaranteed student loan was not suffictent One
must keep un mund that todays parents do not have sufficient funds to put thewr children through school

We must sometimes do 1t on our very own/!

Your financial aid program sucks' My father is 75 years old, my mother sn’t working, she’s60 I'ma
foster child and they still didn't help me (the government) financially, and I was very disappointed If
they had, I would not have wasted this year studving to work a year to save money to go back to college

to be what I wanted to be in the first place!

Also, the financwal aid s set up tllogically and unfair My mom is a teacher and barely makes
$25,000/year, yet since she owns (partially) a house of $100,000 value, it doesn’t malter if she has three
dependents, I get 0 aid How am I supposed to continue my education? Loans? Great, pay later Ithink

the entire aid system better be looked at

Although I was satisfied with financial aid last year, I strangely will not be this year My parents
tncome has not tmproved yet 1 have lost $2,500 from Berkeley tn financial aid, strangely, saying I
suddenly have no need My parents gross roughly $50,000, with a net (after taxes) of $25,000 They
cannot afford $14,000 yust to send my brother and I to school

Recently, my financwal aid was taken away because my parenls income went up, and assets [ don't
think 1t's very fair, because my turtion 1s very high and my parents can’t really afford it I strongly feel
that financial aid should be given to those who are in need and are willing to gve it all they've got to be
successful Maybe its time to change how the aid t5 distributed

I do not think 1t 1s fair that I am eligible for financal aid because of my fathers’ income [ think you
should also look at the number of dependents We have five kids in college and we all pay our own way
The first three got a little financial exd I'm not eligible!

7 would like to call your attention to student financial aid Me and my friends have applied to financial
ard until we are blue in the face And they always say "Your parenis make too much money " Most of
our parents have bills to pay We as students don t depend on our parents to support us
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Appendix A

Dear High School Graduata:

You have been selected ta parcicipate ia tha first statewide study of Califormia
bigh sehool graduaces te help the Governor and the Lagislature understand the aeeds
and plans of young Californians. Approximately aae out of every 20 students who
receivad a high scheol diploma 1o 1932-83 has been chosen at random, aad you are
one of thess pecpla  Your answers to these few questions sr¢ very Lmporidnt,
Please take the time to respoad. Wwe will bs sending you similar questionnaires
from tioe to time, and we will be telling you <hat we learn as we go. Thagk you.

1l

What ave you doing now? (Flemse check all boxes chat agoly )

D Working D In School or College
D In the Milicary D I a Job=Trainizg Pregram
D Unemployed G Ocher (Plaase describe:

)
What vera you doing ia October 19837 (Please check all boxes that apply )
D Working (] 1o Sehool or Callege
D In the Militarcy D Ia a Job=-Training Program ’
D Unemployed | I Other (Plaase descmibe:

3
1f you vere atzendiag school or college, what i3 tha came and city of the
ingeizucion(s):

Name:
Cicy:

If the lnfermaticm oan the acttached address label is incorract, please write
the corzect iwnformation here:

Hame:
Numbar and 3treet: apc #
City, Stacs, aad ZIP:

If there is apother address through which yau cao always bBe contacted (such a3,
youg pareats), pleasa indicate it here:

Mumber azd Stzest. Apt. &
City, State, aad ZI2-

p—

If you did not graduacte from high school between September 1982 aod August 1983,
check here: (11 d1d aoc graduace iz 1982-83.

1f you do not wish to contigus to be & part of cthis atudy, pleasa check hera: D

Plaease fold this paper so chat our marling address shows, staple it closed, and mail.
Postage has been paid. Yo Postage Neceasary

Thagk sou for helping us with this importact, statavide study

Pderigk 4. Callan, Dirmcter
California Posssecsadary Zducacion Commassiod
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Appendix B

WORK AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
OF CALIFORNIA YOUNG ADULTS

A Survey of 1983 High School Graduates

CALIFORNIA POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION COMMISSION
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The California Postsecondary Education Commission
is a citizen board established by the California Legis-
lature and the Governor to provide independent, non-
partisan policy analysis and recommendations to
them about education beyond the high school in Cali-
Eomiaandtocoordimtethephnningandeﬂ'ortsof
California’s nearly 500 colleges and univeraities.

The Commission is undertaking this survey of a
sample of 1983 California high school graduates as
part of its responsibility to promote diversity, in-
novation, and responsiveness of higher education to
the needs of students and society, and to assure that
California’s resources for postsecondary education
are used effectively and efficiently.

The Commission holds regular public meetings
throughout the year Further information about it,
ita studies, its publications, and its meetings may be
obtained from the Commission’s offices at 1020
Twelfth Street, Sacramento, California 95814; tele-
phone (916) 445-7933



CALIFORNIA POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION COMMISSION

FOBTRECTONDARY
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CoOMMITSION

O CALIFORMIA

Dear Friend:

On behalf of California’s Governor and Legislature, [ am seeking your help in
learning more about the work and educational activities of recent high school
graduates in California, so that we can improve educational opportunities for
all of California’s young adults.

The Legislature and Governor have asked the California Postsecondary Edu-
cation Commission to survey a sample of 1983 graduates, including yourself,
about your high school experiences, your current activities, and your future
plans. Your answers will help the Commission advise the Legislature and
Governor about such issues as vocational training, student fees, financial aid,
and the effects of college admission requirements. Your answers will be com-
pletely confidential, in accordance with state laws regarding the privacy of
student information. No postage is needed to return this survey booklet to the
Commission after you complete it, since the postage will be paid by the Com-
mission.

Please answer all of the questions in Part One of the survey on the next two
pages. Then complete the other four parts of the survey that apply to you, as
noted at the end of Part One.

After completing all of the parts that apply to you, simply fold the booklet,
staple or tape it closed, fill in your return address on the back, and drop it in the
mail. We will then be able to send you the results of the survey.

If you have any questions about the survey, please call Jeanne Ludwig of our
staff at (916) 324-4991, or write her at the Commission offices at 1020 Twelfth
Street, Sacramento, California 95814,

In advance, I thank you for helping us know more about the learning and oc-
cupational needs of California’s young adults by completing this survey.

Sincerely,
Elatric . Callan, Director
California Postsecondary

Education Commission



1 Which of these phrases best
desermbes your hugh school
program? (Please markor
checkore )

General studies. .... ... . 3
Academuc or college

preparatory . T g
Vocational or techmucal.,...... . O

Other (Please describe.)

2. How much do you agree or

¢

L]

o

o
ion

disagree with each of the
following statementa? &
(Mark one for each ¢.§ &
siatement.) §? ;
My high school courses 2 g
provided good pre- ‘g Fo
paratign for what [ o<

am doing this year. . (LT 1]
Homework was an

important part of my

hugh school learning

eXperience. . ...

My high school grades

accurately reflected my
achievements. . ....

My classes were
generaily free of
disruptions

- a0

[ generally felt safe on
my school’s campus. ... CEXT]

As a high school gradu- §£§
ate, how competent g § £ £

do you feelineach  F 555
youfeel ineach Gy <=3
of these skills? §geg §s
(Mark one for f go?é?g
each skl ) . cesa‘?a"é‘
Reading . . OOod
Wntung . m
Mathematics. (i ]
Science. . (i |

Work or job sklls. OOCE ]

| PART ONE Your High School Experiences, Your Goals, and Your Backgroun.:

4 Who helped you learn about,

possible activities after high
school, and who had the greatest
influence on your choice of
activity? (Mark in the first

column ail those who

gave you information

about possible activities,

and it the second column ;.‘-? ;

all those who werea 4 sadg

major tnfluence on 3’ é‘r’ <o

your decision.) 55 8%
55 T

Parents or guardians.... [J[J

Brothers or awsters... .. [J[J

Other relatives... agc

Friends. ,. .. . ......... ac

Teachers. . . . ........ . Q0O

Other lugh school oficials [ [
Collego repressntatives.... (J (O
College-day speakers... . (J [
Empioyer or work contacts (J [
Others (describe)

ao

What out-of-class activities, if
any, during high school (such as
clubs, sports, work, church
groups, or coliege-sponsored
programs) influenced your
decision about what to do after
high school? (Describe )

if you could change one thing to
umprove your high school
experience, what would you
have changed and why?
(Describe )

7. How \mportant is each of

s

'Po,
bay a ¢
Porta g rtan

the following life goais
you? (Markore on
each line.)

Career or job succesa
The night mate, .
Strong frnendshups. ..
Steady work..... . . .
Community leaderahup.
Close family ties.
Having children .
Emoyable beigare time .. .
Spintual development.....
Educational attatnment.. .

Bettar opporturuties for
my children than [ had. ..
[mprovemsent of social,
economic, Of environ-
mental conditions .

I
L
In

F/

Ve
l}
e

IREEEEEERRRET:

Where has your primary
residence been this current
spring (1984)? (Mark one.)
Paronts” or relatives’ house. .. (J
House you own or are buying . . [
Rented house, apartment, or room []
On-campusa dotmmtory or
remdence hall.. . . .. 4
Fratarmity or soronty house
orstudentco-op . ... . ....[QJ
Other (desertbe)

(|

What is your marital status?
(Mark one )

Never marned ..

Marned.. .

Separated

Davorced .

Widowed . .

Oaaoa

10 Did your parents or guardians

claim you as a dependent on
their 1983 income tax return
this last April?

Yea, . . ..

ao



11.

12.

13

What is your best estimate of
your parents’ or guardians’
total income 1n 19837

(Mark one.)

Lesa than $6000. .. .......... ]
26,000 to $11,999 .... ... .... |
$12,000¢t0 $17989.......... . .0
$18,000 to $23.996.......... ... O
$24.000 to $29.999.............. a
$30,000 to $36,999.... ......... 0
§36.000 to $47.899.............. a

$680,000 or more . .

[ bava oo \dea what my
parents’ \ncome was, ......... .

Net including yourself, how
many persons depended on you
completeiy for their financial
support between October 1983
and April 19847

Number of people,
including ciuldren:

What was your (and your
spouse’s, if married) total
income in 19837

(Mark one )

Nons. .. a
Lesa than $1,000.. .. 0
$1.000 to $1.999.. |
2,000 to 32,999 . ... |
O
(]
|
c
(m|

$6,000 to $11,999... .. ........

$12,000 to $17,9980..

$18,000 to $23,990.
$24,000 t0 $28.999. ... .. ......

. What was the highest level

of education completed by

your father and your

mother (or your guardians),

and what ia the highest

level you expect to 355

complete? P 5,-',’ ]

(Mark one in §6 fv

each column.) ..::?. ;f"
5

Less than high school &o¥A°

. O3

graduation,
High schoel gradusuea (T

Vocatwonal, trads, or
business school . ...... o0

Some college, but not
college graduation

Community collage
degres or certificate.

Bachelor's degree .

Master’s or lgher
degrees .. .. .. ...

Don't know ..

B BE

Which of the following most
closely describes your ethnic or
racial background? (Mark
one.)

American indian or
Natve... .

Filipino or Piipino Speakng.
White or Caucaman.
Other tspecify)

?
E
D00 DOOO

a

16 Do you have any physical
condition that requires special
assistance 1n order for you to
pursue your life goals? (Mark
all that apply )

Special learming disabihty. .. .
Deafnesa or hard of hearing . .

Orthopedic handicap,
paraplegic, or quednipiegie. ..

Visual handicap not correctable
by glasses or contact lenses. .

Speech disabalsty . ... .... .

Other physical disahnlity or
handicap (Please describe.)

00 O oo

17. In Summer 1983 (June to
August 1983), Fall 1983
(September to December
1983), and Spring 1984
(January to June 1984),
which of the following things
were you doing? (Mark all
that apply and be sure to
mark at least one for each
of the three seasons )

92¢

82
% ]

Vocatwonal program n s
community callege, trade
school, business, or other

non-rilitary orgamsation. . .
(Part Twa)

U3
f‘,u;’

A
S

Other communuty collage or

four-year coliege program. .
{Part Threa!

Work for pay, either
full-time or part-tume. .
(Part Four)

Muitary service, .
(Part Five)

Unempioyed. . .
(Part Four)

Other (Please describe.)

BEE BEBH B E

Now please complete all of
the following parts of the sur-
vey bookiet that relate to the
activities you marked above.



| PART TWO You and Vocational Training

1 Since graduation, have you 4 Did you receive any training in 6. When did you begin the

you? (Please describe.)

enrolled in or participated in this field during high school? training program?
any vocational training Yea. 0
program other than in the e e eeene aee eveeennees
military? (Mark one.) o | Month: Year: 106 ___
7 T a
{If "No,” please turn to PnrtThnel
Yos, Communrty college......... a
Trade or buminess school.... [J
Regional occupational center In . .
rogram (ROC, ROPY. ... choosing this program, .
P d how important to you s What length is the program?
Apprenticeshup ............ | was each of the g (Mark ane.)
Other ¢ ! following? (Mark ; § g Less than mix months. . ..... ]
a one on each line.) ) L’
3 Six to eleven months. ... .... O
(If "yes,” please answer roophen it S i T e D
the following questions for board and room...... I
the program maost closely Availability of Two years or more............. a
related to the work you fnancial aud......... 10
are doing or expect to do Availability of
in the future.) specific courses
or program content. [ ]
Job piacement record
of the program...... (W N &
Program admission
requirements or
th and loca oren - o
2 What is the name tion Priends’ plan to
of the school, college, labor an:nd thl: progrem.. (1000 Was th-"_ﬁeld your first choice
group, or industry in which Advice of famly for vocational training?
you trained? member. .. ... o0 L Q
Name* Advu:le of high No . O
or counselor. .. . 3
Gettan,
City- from home. - ... 0 (If "No,” what wes your first-
Abdity to live choice field and why did you
State: at home . . . ... (m o ] not or could you not pursue
Abality t return that training?)
home frequantly o
Socanl Ufe. ... o
Other (describe)
For what job or occupational
field did this training prepare



9. Have you compieted the 10. Regarding this 11. How much did each of the

program? (Markone.) training, how following sources help you
X g ;
¥ 0 satisfied were 14 pay for the costs of this
Bhoors mreren ve e rnenenee you with the 5;? program. (Please mark each
No, still enrolled mit... .. .. .[J following? FFS ;q source used and ¢stimate the
. (Mark one IFFSS total amount recewed from
No, left without completing it... ] on each line.) ;? & :cé'. each source for all your
AR trainung expenses, such as
Quality of DeFol
instruction. ... .. O tuitton and fees, books and
Content of the supplies, room and board, and
(If you left the program program. . ....... mEna transportation cosés.)
without completing it, which of
. . . uture AMILY AND ARDIAN AID
the following things influenced ;,,,, 10b o F ¥ 6o
your decision? Please circle opportumties. .. . (XTI E] Parent or guardian as
the most important factor and Development of o oo _—
mark all of them that apply.) my work skiils. .. (Y] ST:USE 5':'"’ PORT Os
{ could not afford to continue 10 My intsilectuni
the program becausa of coste. (] growth... . .. [CECXYXIO YOUR OWN SELF SUPPORT
{ got & full-time job. ... . ] My own progress Your savings... ..... - Os—
I bad conflicting famuly ::radn. _'"' o Work/Study earminge. . . . []$_____
nmbilites. . . ......c00nen programa .
reSpe’ . a oo, ..... I Other campua job earmngs..[] $
[ was undacided about Off-campus job earnmngs... ] 3
career plans....... «..iieeens (| The coat of _
attendance. ... . . O SCHOLARSHIP
! was not doing as well
sslwantedto .. .... ....... [ Avalability of (Please specify type,such
financal and. ... OO as academue, athietic,
Twas faaling......ccoomvvvene G bumness firm. or avic
Contact with groap.)
[ was dissatsfied snth faculty outaide
of the program.......oe0cumeeee (| of Clasl oo vnunses xxra Os
[ wanted to be clossr to my Personai GRANTS OR BENEFITS
ﬁml! ....................... a umuug ....... m Fodaral Job
The program was not relevant The social Lfe. . Traymng Program. . . .
w0 the work [ wanted t0 da...... (] i ool f:dorn.l = as—
po Other programs,
There was too much pressure recreation such aa Pell, SEOG, GI Bull,
from the program’s load.......... a faclitaes or ROTC, or SocalSecurty . [ $
Socaal bfe interferred with programs.. ... (TITY] State (Cal Grant),. . [ $—
my Stod¥Ing. ... ....evneenes (] Cultursl activities EOP o EOPS. Qs
It was too wolgted. . ......... (] sunhl::dmumc. T —_—
art, drsma.. CCTCTIO Institutional grant.. Os
Frienda planned to leave the Equipment and Othet f , I
DIDEERIL . . +ou - eene anenvas] buidings. . . oo ar (describe.
My parent or relative advissd as____
me to leave the program........ [ Qther (describe) LOANS
e e D) Pedoral NDSL.. . . . OS5
Other (describe) ‘GGSL"""L““'_"I Student Loan —
Reguiar bank loan. . [ S
o Loan from parents, guardian
or other relative .
Q Othar (deserbe)
Os_—_
OTHER FINANCIAL AID
(Plense describe.)
Os

Please turn to Part Three.



| PART THREE You and College

1 Did you apply for admission to 6. [n choosing the college you 9 If this institution was NOT your

any college or university (Mark
one )

No, and [ don't plan to apply..... |
(If s0, please ship o Part Four)

No, but [ plan to apply soon. .... ]
(If so, please skip to Part Four)

No, the college I'm attending
dossn’t requure admismaon

applicabions. . . ....... . . .0O
Yes, to one college or nniversity., [
Yes, to two colleges or

umvermbies.. . . .... . ... ... O
Yea, to three or mors collages

OFf UMIVENSILIeR. .  ........ . . O
How many acceptances to
college did you receive?

None. . .iicv cev v vcens .o I
One . .. . oo ciernrnncass o O
TWO . . v ciirenreranars sanes O
Three or more.. . .o.oc weee ... L]
. If you were enrolled in a college

or university this spring (1984),
what was its name and location?

Name:

City*

State:

In what field or area of study are
you majoring or planning to
major? (If undecided, write
"undecided.”)

How many units or credits were
you enroiled for this current
spring term (1984)? (Mark one.)

Lass than six urts for the term.. []
Six to elaven umits... .. . a
Twelve or more umts. ....... . g

were attending this spring

(1984), how important

to you were each of &

the following? <4

(Mark one on £
F5s

College costs (tuation, é"a'g

fass, books, room and = S8
board. ete.). .

o

Avallability of financial

aid, such as loans,

grania, or scholarships. . (]

Avalahlity of specfic

COUrSes OT programs

OF IBJOTE. . .ooovenannnns (I
[ i

College admsmon
requremsnts or lack
of them.. . .

Reputation of the college
\n academic areas..

Social hife at the college. 17X

Frignds planned to attend
the college . .. . ....

Advice of famuly member (1]

Advice of gh school
teacher or counaslor.

Advice of coliege
tepresectative. . -0
Getting away fro
home.. .. ..... a3

Able to live at home
while attending college. .. ]

Able to return home

often. . . (-
Other (descrbei

amal
When did you first enroll at this
institution?
Mooth:  _  Year: i0B__
Is this 1nstitution your
{Mark one.):
Firstchoee ... . ..  ........ a
Second chouce. a
Third choice |
Lass than third cholce a

firat choice, what was your first
choice?

Name:
Clty'

State:

10 If you aren't attending your

first-choice institution, why
didn't you enroll at it? (Cirele
the most important reason and
mark any others that apply.)
Wasn't accepted... ... ... ... (]
College costs...... .. ...... . . O
Lack of financial sad. .. . .. .
Lack of desired courses,
program, or magpe.. .. - - (]

Friends nct attendang the collage {7
Famuly member advised agawnst t.(]

High school teacher or
counselor advised aganst it.... ]

College ropresentative
inflvenced my decwmon. . . .- J

1 wanted toget away from home. .}
I wanted to hive at home whale
I wantad to return home often.. [

Other (describe)
a

If you previously enrolled in a
different college or umiversity
after graduating from tigh
school, what was its name and
location?

Name:

City:

What were your reasons for
leaving that first institution?
(Please ctrele the most



important factor and mark 13 Regarding your education 14 How much did each of the

all of them that apply ) during this last year, July following sources help you pay
I conld not afford to contwue 1983 to June 1984, how the costs of college? (Please
there because of coms. . .. .... [ satisfied were you with mark each source used and
[ got a full-ume job.. ........ 0 the following? . & estimate the total amount you
I had & part-ume job that (Mc;lr?_one on 59 ig receiwved from each source for
conflicted with my ectendance. .. (] each line ) 15 g:g any educaﬂom’lri ezp:::ﬁ. s::h
7 tuition and fees. a
1 bad confleting famuly sugs as
responstbibizes, e O FEE Q%’ supplies, room and board. and
I was undecided about my .'? {sf‘" q‘? S transportation costs )
career plans. . .. ... O Quality of SFFAL FAMILY AND GUARDIAN AID
[ was not downg as well as | - oo Parent or guardian
wanted to.. . . . ..d Content of the assistance. .. . as
[ program or maor. . -
was requured to leave for Aid from other
poor academuc performance...... a Career preparation. (1] relatives. .. ... ... []$
I was dissatisfiad with parts Development of
of the program..... . ... ...[] my work skulls.  [JC] sfgmﬁrm“ Os
I wanted to be closer 10 my Development of
oty e e o my stady skille.  COOC0) YOUR OWN SELY SUPROT
The program waa not relevant My untellectual our savings. -- Qs
to the work [ wented to do...... (| growth, . . LEOa Work/Study earmngs. . [J$ —
There was too much presgure My own progreas Other campus job
from my course load. . .. . .. [ or grades . - OOOOod earmungs. . . as___
Social Life at the wnstitution The wnstztution’s Off-campus Job earminga [J $
interfered with my studywng. ...[] ;:;ﬂuag:nn .Ol'“ SCHOLARSHIP
It was too 1solated. I |
The cost of Academe. .. . Os
the wmetstuen e O] stendencs. - - [CEXT Adleve. .. . O%
Availabslity of Other (deseribe)
My parent or relative advised finanmal ai L. r (dager:.
me to leave the istitution... . [J Co aid. oo Os
ntact with -
My high achool teacher or faculty outside GRANT OR BENEFTTS
counselor advised ma to leave. . of class... . . IO
Federal programs, such as.
ﬁrmoﬁwétwm- Personal Pell, SEOG, G Bill, ROTC,
! - counseling .. OO, or Soctal Secunty . . 8
tution advised me to leave. .. . [J
(describe) Academic State grant (Cal Grant). (] $ _____
e ::;ml;wf. - O EOPor EOPS .. [J$
Soo mand ¢ Lo Instatutional granr. . [] §
rts
. Since graduating from high cecraation Other (describe)
" . C1 or
:v.chool, have you participated programs. . o0 Os____
in any course or any support Cul ctuvities LOANS
. tural a
gervice, such as tutoring, to . such as music, Federal NDSL.. -O08
strengthen any of the following art, and drama. (OO0 antoed Studant
* Guar L]
skills, before you were able to§ 8 Equpment and Loan (GSL) Os
take regular college-level & Fe o0
courses in these or other " of & Other (descrabe) Regular back loan.  .[J$
disciplines? {Mark all @ 5‘,9 oo Loan from parents,
that apply ) £e guardian, or other
o 5 O relative. . 0s
Readng. . ... ... 00 Other (describe)
Wriing. .. .. 0O aumsa Os
Mathematacs. R i OTHER FINANCIAL AID
Science g {Please describe.)
Other (deserbe) Os

oda Please turn to Part Four,



Did you work at a job for pay
while in high school?

Yes.

O
No a

Since graduating from high

school, have you worked at a
job for pay, such as full time,
summer, or while attending
" college? (Mark one.}

No, | have not worked at
a Jjob for pay

(If 80, please ship o Pari Fue.)

.............

Yeg, at the game job [ had
during hgh school. ........ . -0

Yes,atanewjob. .. ... .. a

This past April (1984), were
you working at a job for pay?

Yes, full time -0
Yes, part tme. . . . . . g
Yeg, oo-call, intermitient hours. [

No, but actively lookmg
for work .

Mo, and NOT looking for work.. [

| PART FOUR Youand Work

Please answer the following
questions for the job you held
in April 1984 or for your most
recent job before that, if you
were not working in April,

4 What kind of work did you do?
For example, salesperson,
watiress, carpenter, secrelary,
etc )

85 In what kind of business or
industry was your job? (For
example, hardware siore,
electronics manufacturing
firm, campus bookstore,
restaurant, eic )

6. How many hours each week
did you usuaily work?

Hours per week

What was your usual weekly
salary?

3 per week
When did you start working at
this job?

Momth: _______  Year 188___

Did hugh school provide you
with sufficient knowledge or
skulls for this job? (Mark any
that apply )

[ have suffinent knowledge and
aille for the job..... . . ...

O

[ neaded more English, reading,

or writing sialls,. . . . .0
O

[ neaded more mathematics.

[ neaded more vocational skills,
such as typwng,shop work.etc.. [J

Othar (deseribe)
(|

Please continue with Part Five,



| PART FIVE Youandthe Military

1 Since completing high school, How long was your enlistment What did you do, or what do
have you served .n the Armed in the Armed Forces, or how you plan to do, after you get out
Forces? (Markone) long do you expect it to be? of the Armed Forces? (Mark all

that a
No @ - al apply )
tIf not, please see bottom of this page ) Number ot years __ or mon —_
Work part time or full time 1n
Yes, active duty = the same field for which |
Yea, Reserves a . . received Armed Forces training []
Yes. N | Guard 0 Why did you enlis. in the Wock part t fullt
es, Natwonal Guar ork part time or ime 1n
Armed Forces? (Please circle 2 field for which [ did NOT
the most imporiant reason and receive Armed Forces trmining [
mark !l that apply ) Attend a vocational traimng

2 In what branch of the Armed Bl ime etther parttime or O

Forces have you served? [ plan to make the military . ooty
my career nter an apprenticeshup or
(Mark one ) on-the-job training program O
It offered the technical
Arr Force 0 training that I wanted O Attend college either part time
Full ¢
Army a It offered the educational or ftl Hime o
Coast Guard O benefits | need for achool Ratire 1mmadiately a
later d
Marine Corps O Undecided a
My parents or other relatives Other (describe
Navy O recommended it ar (describe)
) My high school teacher or O
counselor recommended 1t 0
The Armed Forces recruiter
convinced me 1t wan a good dea [
3 Whendid you enlist? I was undecided aboul what

Month Year 198

else to do a
Other (describe)

- 1f you have any other comments or suggestions you would like to make about your work or educational experiences or
goals, please write them here

Thank you for completing the survey. Please be sure to write your correct return address on
the back of this booklet, so we can share the results of the survey with you. Then please fold
the booklet as shown, staple or tape it closed, and mail it as soon as possible.



CALIFORNIA POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION COMMISSION

HE Califorma Postsecondary Education Com-

mussion 1s a cizen board established m 1974

by the Legislature and Govemor to coordinate
the efforts of Califorma’s colleges and unmiversities
and to provide independent, non-partisan policy
analysis and recommendations to the Governor and
Legislature

Members of the Commission

The Commussion consists of 17 members Nine rep-
resent the general public, with three each appointed
for six-year tesms by the Governor, the Senate Rules
Commuttee, and the Speaker of the Assembly Six
others represent the major segments of postsecond-
ary education m Califorma Two student members
will be appomted by the Governor

As of December 1992, the Commuissioners represent-
ing the general public are

Helen Z Hansen, Long Beach, Chair

Henry Der, San Francisco, Vice Chair

Mim Andelson, Los Angeles

C Thomas Dean, Long Beach

Man-Luc Jaranullo, Emeryville

Lowell J Paige, El Macero

Tong Soo Chung, Los Angeles

Stephen P Teale, M D, Modesto

Representatives of the segments are

Alice ] Gozales, Rocklin, appointed by the
Regents of the University of California,

Yvonne W Larsen, San Diego, appounted by
the Cahforma State Board of Educaiion,
Timothy P Haidinger, Rancho Santa Fe,
apponted by the Board of Governors of the
Califorma Community Colleges,

Ted ] Saenger, San Francisco, appoimnted by
the Trustees of the Califormia State
Unuversity, and

Harry Wugalter, Ventura, appounted by the
Council for Private Postsecondary and
Vocational Education

Functions of the Comnussion

The Commussion 1s charged by the Legislature and Gov-
ernor to *‘assure the effective utthization of public post-
secondary education resources, thereby elimmating
waste and unnecessary duplication, and 1o promote di-
versity, mnovation, and responsiveness to student and
societal needs.”

To this end, the Commussion conducts independent re-
views of matters affecting the 2,600 mstitutions of post-
secondary education in Cabformia, mcluding community
colleges, four-year colleges, umversities, and profes-
sional and occupational schools

As an adwisory body to the Legislature and Governor,
the Commussion does not govern or admumster any m-
stitutions, nor does 1t approve, authonze, or accredit any
of them Instead, it performs its specific duties of plan-
ning, evaluation, and coordination by cooperating with
other State agencies and non-governmental groups that
perform those other governing, admimistrative, and as-
sessment functions

Operation of the Commission

The Commussion holds regular meetings throughout the
year at which 1t debates and takes action on staff stud-
1es and takes positions on proposed legislation affecting
education beyond the lugh school n Califorma By law,
its meetings are open to the public  Requests to speak
at a meeting may be made by wniting the Comnussion
in advance or by submutting a request before the start
of the meeting

The Commussion’s day-to-day work 1s carned out by its
staff in Sacramento, under the guidance of 1ts executive
director, Warren H Fox, Ph D, who 1s appointed by
the Commission

The Comnussion 1ssues some 20 to 30 reports each year
on major 1ssues confronting Califormia postsecondary
education Recent reports are listed on the back cover

Further information about the Comnussion and 1ts pub-
lLications may be obtaned from the Commussion offices
at 1303 J Street, Fifth Floor, Sacramento, Cahforma
98514-2938, telephone (916) 445-7933



THE CLASS OF ’83 ONE YEAR LATER
California Postsecondary Education Commission Report 87-19

ONE of a series of reports published by the Commis-
ston as part of 1ts planning and coordinating respon-
sibilities Additional eopies may be ¢btained without
charge from the Publications Office, California Post-
secondary Education Commussion, Third Floor, 1020
Twelfth Street, Sacramento, California 88514-3985

Recent reports of the Commission include

87-2 Women and Minorities in California Public
Postsecondary Education Their Employment, Class-
ification, and Compensation, 1975-1985 The Fourth
in the Commission’s Series of Biennial Reports on
Equal Employment Opportunities in Califorma’s
Public Colleges and Universities (February 1987)

87-3 Issues Related to Funding of Research at the
Unuversity of Califermia A Report to the Legslature
1n Response to Supplemental Language 1n the 1985
Budget Act (February 1987)

87-4 The California State University’s South
Orange County Satellite Center A Report to the
Governor and Legislature in Response to a Request
from the Califorma State University for Funds to
Operate an Off-Campus Center 1n Irvine (February
1987)

87-5 Proposed Construction of San Diego State Uni-
versity’s North County Center A Report to the Gov-
ernor and Legislature in Response to a Request for
Capital Funds from the California State University
to Build a Permanent Off-Campus Center of San Di-
ego State University in San Marcos (February 1987)

87-6 Interim Evaluation of the California Student
Opportumity and Access Program (Cal-SDAP) A Re-
port with Recommendations to the Califormia Stu-
dent Aid Commssion (February 1987)

87-7 Conversations About Financial Aid  State-
ments and Discussion at a Commission Symposium
on Major Issues and Trends 1n Postsecondary
Student Aid (February 1987)

87-8 California Postsecondary Education Commus-
sion News, Number 2 [The second issue of the Com-
mussion’s periodic newsletter] (February 1987)

87-9 Expanding Educational Equity in California’s
Schools and Colleges A Review of Existing and Pro-

posed Programs, 1986-87 A Report to the Califormia
Postsecondary Education Commission by Juan C
Gonzalez and Sylvia Hurtado of the Higher Educa-
tion Research Institute, UCLA, January 20, 1987 (Feb-
ruary 1987)

87-10 Overview of the 1987-88 Governor's Budget
for Postsecondary Education in California, Presented
to the Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommit-
tee #1 by Willlam H Pickens, Executive Director,
California Postsecondary Education Commission
{March 1987)

87-11 The Doctorate in Education Issues of Supply
and Demand in California (87)

87-12 Student Public Service and the "Human
Corps” A Report to the Legislature in Response to
Assembly Concurrent Resolution 158 (Chapter 165 of
the Statutes of 1986) (March 1937)

87-13 Standardized Tests Used for Higher Educa-
tion Admssion and Placement in California During
1986 The Second in a Series of Annual Reports Pub-
lished 1n Accordance with Senate Bill 1758 (Chapter
1505, Statutes of 1984) (March 1987)

87-14 Time Required to Earn the Bachelor's De-
gree A Commission Review of Studies by the Califor-
nia State Unuversity and the University of California
1n Response to Senate Bill 2066 (1986) (March 1987)

87-15 Comments on the Report of the California
State University Regarding the Potential Effects of
Its 1988 Course Requirements A Report to the Leg-
1slature 1n Response to Assembly Concurrent Resolu-
tion 158 (Chapter 165 of the Statutes of 1986) (March
1987)

87-16 Changes in Califormia State Oversight of Pr1-
vate Postsecondary Education Institutions A Staff
Report to the California Postsecondary Education
Commissien (March 1987)

87-17 Faculty Salaries in California’s Public Uni-
versities, 1987-88 The Commussion's 1986 Report to
the Legislature and Governor 1n Response to Senate
Concurrent Resolution No 51 (1965) (March 1987)

87-18 Funding Excellence 1n California Higher Ed-
ucation A Report in Response to Assembly Concur-
rent Resolution 141 (1986) (March 1987)
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